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Mark Bearss does
more by 9 a.m. than
most lawyers do all day

By Dave Kenney
Photography by Larry Marcus

A Day

Public Defender

ark Bears, puldic dofenider, steolls

iato the well-lit but windowless

counroom on the 121 floor of the

H:n.ni.-pin County  Giovernment

Cenler with the air of someons
wihv's been bere before — many times before.
He pup.'lw;l.lhmum the swinging door tal scp-
arates the players from the spectators and
checks in with the court clerk. He opens his
MNew Vorker calendar book — the ome with five
cawe files tucked into it — amnd engages the
clerk in m Bushed discusson aboul dated, Himes
and other lasverly minotiae. He then closes his
cnlapdnr sndd retreats b0 the public gallery,
where twodil his Clients are siting i movic the-
aler sears, wakting for him bo scknowledge their
presence,

Baarss mations (o bath. =171 get b0 you guvs
a8 yiond cami in.

=1 gt bere @l B30, volunteers the one thad
Bearss calls Mr. Peters,

“So did 1" says the other, Mr., Lutz.

Bearss breaks o belore an argumenl can
hreak ol “Listen, I'm nol going 1o argue with
FoUu Flys s whio got here Frst. Mr. Peters,
Il start with youw. M Lute, 1l be with you ina
moment,”

Beurss leads Peters oot of the courtroom
and inio the hallway, where a hall-dozen oiher
misdemeanor defendants are waiting for
lawyers o aceompany them o coan, This
particular attormey and client make an interesi-
ing nmplc. Benrss wenrs an off-the-rack lawyet
uniform = puily suil. vellow sharr, blue tle and
hlack wing-tips. Mr, Peters is less fommal in a
blue Teshin, shorts and sncakere Hearss opens
Peters’ (He and poes over the hasics of his case!
pualbed cver for driving 45 in o Mk showed sig
of intoxication; four previous DWls pwao in the
L 1D yEAr% Prosecutor are offernmg 120 days
of incarceration, Trial date & set for five weeks
Ty myomw,

Bearss asks Peters to bell bis side of the
story and Peters relates how the police 1ook
him m and tried 16 force him 1o take & blood
test, <1 told them I°'m not giving any hlood,™ he
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YR He ::rpl;im hiw hie™s inking culinary lass-
es at Brown Instinuie and how ke plans io grad-
ante i five months and how he'll do anyihing
o avedd dabng time wntil then, =1 can dio week-
ends at the workhonse,” he says ~['ve seen ped-
ple doing tha™

“Wiell.” Bearss says, “vou can do weekends,
bt ot four months of weekenda™

Having speat abour five minutes digesting
his chent's version of cvemts, Bearss segucs into
his conclision. “Here's the thing" he says
"I'q;hd’.i}- wn't the be oll and end all of your case.
Yo cnm, if you want Lo, think it over and decude
whal Yo wani i de This offer B o going 1o
g0 away Eomorrow, This isn’t like the Kmarl
Blue-hght special. I you think ahaut it and yoi
decide you wand to secept this or seme vaniant
of thiz offer. then fine. My sense s we can also
seiibe this when we po 1o trial. But that doesn't
mEan you hawve b 11 means we can, O we caa
foroe the state to prove this by going 1o irial.”

Bearss tells Peiers to think il over and
expuses himself o go deal with his next cient

750 CASES A YEAR

Mark Bearss i one of &) antormeys st the
Ilﬂmr[in Counly Publie Defendens Ciffice —
an aoffsce that handles about 450000 misde-
mcanor, felony and juvenile cases & year. He is
like his fellow P & very busy lawyer. D the
1ir|1|1l:' maih amd i hegin to undersiand what
the average public defender i up againsn: 750
canes a year: flbplus cases a moih; 13 cases a
wick, Of course most of those cases gel
crnmameed imlo a lrmabed seledctsn of court danes,
s0 10" ool upcommmeen [or & PIL o jupgle — like
Beearss had to on this particular moming — five
cmes in @ taoshour span, [ the nature of the
imdigeni law beast.

A good three-gquarnem of the files dropped
on Beorss’ desk arc of the type bes dealing
wilh this mariing — misdemcanors And while
Bearss” misdemeanar clienis may believe that
their coses deserve The winsst atiention, Bearss
mdlmdts. that misdemeanors are, by definition,
b preosity,

“Inn may first vear of proctics 1 heord some-
Imud}' say that 1hey 'm:i.ﬂ,h therr maslemeanors
by the pound. And it kind of is tree. The felony
guys. | can remember therr names [rom years
before just becaise you spend much more Hme
with them. Hui yom have (oo many misde-
meanors jist fiyving aroand you and §U's hard o
kcep track of these guys™

About n half-hour after his discussion with
Mur. Peters, Bearss emerges from the cowrtroom
io tell Peters that his court date i confirmed

“Mr. Pavne, here is your reminder slip.”

Mr. Peters, sitting on a hinllway bemch, gares
ap ail fis albormey, <o Me Payne.”

“0h! Jast A secomd, I got youars in there”
Fearss scurmies back imto the courfrmom.

Peiers beans back against the wall. =1 know
he's very busy™ he says = | know that when it's
crunch time he'll probably come through.”

Boarss isn’t S0 sune. =1 wouldn®n want 1o be
a misdemeanor case.” he says “We don't have
time for them. as much time as they deserve, |
just woaldn't want to be a person in that posi.
tion, bemg represented by our office. IS oo
B bt s pme”

A CACOPHONY OF HUMAN TRAGEDY

“Just for the record,” Mr. Lutz wavs by way
of intreduoction, “1 gt here At 83007

Mark Bears smiles and nods and apolo-
gires for chaosdng to put Mr. Lute second in
Line behind Mr Peters It o his demeanor
makes clenr, just snother wnavoidable Linde
in.jl.miu;e.

Mr. Lutz, looking comiomable i o vellow
shirt, fraved jeans, white socks and black slip-
ons, fnces a YW charge, but he's nol & sian-
dard-iwiee LYW client. He recently complted
an cxpensive ircatment regimen at Hazelden
that lefi him with mo money io hire a privaie
altsrmey. He secems resigned 1o the Tact thal he
mikks now plece his fate In Mark Bearss hands

Alter a few mimules of dscassioen, Bearss
homes oo his main concern: Luiz's breath
test program. Linder the conditions of his our-
rent rebeasc. Lote has (o onme downbown



